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made great political issues plain and tangible to the public,
and was in itself, therefore, an unwelcome compliment to
the energies of the great platform campaign.
A certain odium attached again to the Coalition on
account of the concrete issue of the attack. Fox's criticisms
of the peace were doubtless sincere and perfectly intelligible.
As Foreign Minister he had formed his own plans for
strengthening England's position in negotiating, and if
necessary for carrying on the war with France, Spain, and
Holland. The first step to be taken in his opinion was
the unconditional and unqualified acknowledgment of
American independence; on that point he was ready to
make instantaneous and complete surrender; on all others
he was disposed to drive a stubborn bargain. Shelburne's
general idea was precisely the counterpart. Fox thought
that, if the war went on, it would be an advantage to
England to have recognised the independence of America.
Shelburne thought that, by that acknowledgment, England
would have given away in advance one of her main
diplomatic weapons. Shelburne on the other hand was
far more ready than Fox to make concessions on other
matters : at one time he was not disinclined to surrender
Gibraltar, a contingency Fox regarded with indignation and
alarm. There were already growing up the two schools of
foreign policy; the one, of which Fox was the leader,
favourable to an alliance with the Northern Powers against
the Bourbon Powers; the other, represented afterwards by
Shelburne and Pitt, jealous of the Russian advance, and more
inclined to act in concert with France. Hence Fox and
Shelburne when they were in office together looked with
different eyes on the negotiations. When the preliminaries
of peace were published Fox objected to them on two
grounds; he thought a better peace might have been
obtained, and he thought the King's system of government
was to blame for the peace. It is now known that Vergennes
thought seriously that if Fox came into power before the
preliminaries were concluded, he would continue the war